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“Peace on
Farth?’




Dear friends and neighbours.
Peace on earth?

Is this for real? Wars have raged constantly
throughout the centuries. This year has seen the
continuation of conflicts in Russia/Ukraine and
Israel/Gaza. Attempted peace treaties. though
commendable. are fragile. often ambiguous and often
broken.

In this context. what can be made of the popular
Christmas message of ‘peace on earth and goodwill
toward men’? The coming of Jesus Christ into this
world has hardly diminished the concentration of
warfare and strife amongst the nations over the
centuries! Indeed. Jesus himself said that there would
be such conflicts and sorrows. especially approaching
the end of time. So how does all this square with the
theme of peace?

The answer to this question lies in the fact that the
peace that Jesus gives deals with the far greater
hostility of our sin before God and is on a different
plane altogether. This real peace can be described in
the following ways.

. Peace with God. This is the wonder of Jesus’
birth, life and death in which He paid the price
of sin in the place of people like you and me.
This 1s so that our sins. which have offended a



holy God and separate us from him. can all be
forgiven through a personal trust in Jesus. This
is the only way to be reconciled to God. This
also provides the basis for the following aspects
of peace.

« The amazing peace of God even in the
deepest trials and sorrows. The Bible describes
this as a peace that ‘surpasses all
understanding’. That’s why we can hardly
explain it — because it surpasses all
understanding! As some would say. it is better
‘felt than telt’.

s The peace that Jesus himself possesses. Jesus
said to his disciples “My peace I give to you'.
This is an astonishing truth — that this peace is
somehow patterned after the perfect peace that
the Son of God himself enjoys with His
heavenly Father.

B An eternal heavenly peace. This peace is not
just limited to a time on this earth but abounds
for ever in the eternal heavenly home!

My prayer this Christmas time is that you may cast
yourself wholly on Jesus Christ. the Prince of Peace
and the Saviour of smners. and thereby enter into this
real peace which no-one can ever take away.

David Levell

Minister of Reeth Evangelical Congregational Chuich



Reeth Evangelical
Congregational Church

You are warmly invited to join us at our

Christmas Events

Saturday 13" December
10am - noon
Drop in for Coffee & Carols

Wednesday 17th December
7pm, Carols by Candlelight

Sunday 21st December
11am Morning Service

Wednesday 24™ December
7pm, Informal Christmas Eve Carols

Thursday 25" December
11am, Christmas Day Service

Contact 07582 5758135;
www.reethecc.co.uk



